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Proposed Local Green Space Nomination 

Please highlight the correct answer and provide additional information as needed 

 

 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (paragraph 76 and 77) states: 
 

“Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to identify for 
special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By designating land as Local 
Green Space local communities will be able to rule out new development other than in very 
special circumstances. Identifying land as Local Green Space should therefore be consistent 
with the local planning of sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient 
homes, jobs and other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when 
a plan is prepared or reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan 
period. 
 
The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green areas or open 
space. The designation should only be used: 

• where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves; 

• where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a 
particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 
recreational value (including as a playing field),tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; 
and 

• where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of 
land. 

Local policy for managing development within a Local Green Space should be consistent 
with policy for Green Belts.” 

 
This is a consultation to identify suitable sites to be designated as Local Green Spaces in accordance 
with the above paragraphs across North West Leicestershire.  
 
Whilst neighbourhood plans are particularly suited to identifying Local Green Space, there are only a 
few neighbourhood plans being prepared in our area at present. The District Council is undertaking 
this call for sites so that there is a consistent approach across the District and so that the 
communities without a neighbourhood plan would also be able to put forward sites. 
 
Sites can be nominated for consideration by any member of a community, however a centralised 
response by the Parish / Town Council or Ward Members in unparished areas could give a more 
balanced response. 
 
Each site will be considered against the criteria as set out in the NPPF (sections 2 – 4 below) and 
must score positively in each one to be considered. 
 
In addition to the questions below the District Council will look at the site’s planning history, 
including any local plan designations or application history as well as any land designations on the 
site, e.g. Conservation Areas, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Wildlife designations which might 
already provide protection to a site. 
 
Please note that nominating a site does not automatically guarantee that the site will be designated 
as a Local Green Space. It is clear from the NPPF that the designation is not suitable for every green 
space in a settlement as it provides a high level of protection. It also cannot be used to put in a 
blanket cover to achieve Green Belt type protection under a different name and prevent sustainable 
development. 
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Section 1 – Site Details 
Name and 
address of site 
 
 
 

Land surrounding the National Forest Way at Mill Farm Lane and south of 
Lower Packington Road, Ashby de la Zouch LE65 1GR 
 
See appendix 1 for site location and plan. 

Site location plan 
The plan can be at any scale, but must show the location and boundaries of the 
site   [See aerial view and plan in appendix 1] 

Copy attached 

✓ 

Organisation or 
individual 
proposing site for 
designation 

Packington Nook Residents’ Association 
 

Ownership 

Ownership of site 
if known 
 

Public / 
Private 

Playing fields: Ashby-De-La-Zouch Endowed Schools Foundation 
Other land: Hallam Land Management Limited 

Information on land ownership can be obtained from the Land Registry. Some land parcels are not 
registered however local people may know the owner. Sites may be designated as Local Green 
Spaces, even if there are objections from the site owners 

Has the owner been approached? 
 

Yes No 

Accessibility 

Site visibility 
Can the site be viewed from a public place e.g. a nearby right of way? 
 

Yes No 

Are there any public rights of way across the site? 
If yes what are the reference numbers? 
National Forest Way O71 – Footpath. From Lower Packington Road, Ashby de la 
Zouch to Bridleway O70 north of the A42 Road, in the Leicestershire County 
Council Definitive Rights of Way 

Yes No 

Does the landowner allow any events to take place?  
For example an annual event? 
The playing fields are currently in use by Ashby Ivanhoe football club 

Yes No 

If yes 
please 
explain: 
 

The site can be viewed from Lower Packington Road and the National Forest Way 
footpath, which traverses the land in a north-south direction.  Proceeding south from 
Lower Packington Road, the path briefly follows Mill Farm Lane and then alongside 
the Gilwiskaw Brook, across a footbridge and then further south towards the A42, 
where it meets bridleway 070 and continues towards Packington.   
 
The footpath is part of a 5.72 mile walk from Ashby to Sence Valley Forest Park, 
described in detail at this website (and see appendix 2): 
http://www.nationalforestway.co.uk/index.php?control=walks&action=location&LocationId=3402 

 The playing fields, which form approximately one third of the proposed Green Space 
are in regular use by Ashby Ivanhoe Football Club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nationalforestway.co.uk/index.php?control=walks&action=location&LocationId=3402
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Section 2 – Close Proximity 
Evidence to show that “the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it 

serves 
Do you consider the site to be in Close Proximity to the community?  
 

Yes No 

If yes 
please 
explain 
why: 
 

The proposed Green Space forms part of a wider site known locally as Packington 
Nook, which provides an area of separation between the built-up areas of Ashby de la 
Zouch and Packington.  It is currently beyond the limit of development defined in the 
adopted North West Leicestershire Local Plan and has been identified as an area of 
separation in the proposed Ashby de la Zouch Neighbourhood Plan (see appendix 1). 
 
An obvious element of proximity to the community is the Ashby Ivanhoe football 
club, which regularly uses part of the proposed Green Space, as well as the footpath 
in regular use by local residents.  Whilst forming part of a longer walk from Ashby de 
la Zouch to the Sence Valley Forest Park, there is another popular circular route 
which takes walkers south towards the A42 and then returns to Ashby past Nook 
Farm (Rotherwood Stud) and along Packington Nook Lane towards Willesley Primary 
School. 
 
The proposed Green Space partly surrounds the dwellings at Mill Farm and is greatly 
valued by the residents there for the rural context it provides whilst close to the 
boundary of the town. 
 

  

Section 3 – Particular Local Significance 
3a – Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for example 

because of its beauty 

Beauty is defined as: the quality present that gives intense pleasure or deep satisfaction to the 
mind, whether arising from sensory manifestations (as shape, colour, sound, etc.) or a meaningful 
design or pattern. 

Do you consider the site to be Beautiful?  
 

Yes No 

If yes 
please 
explain 
why: 

The proposed Green Space forms an attractive fringe to the southern boundary of 
Ashby de la Zouch, is rich in hedgerows and wildlife and, as viewed from Lower 
Packington Road,  provides the foreground to a highly valued undulating rural vista 
provided by the wider Packington Nook site. 
 
The Gilwiskaw Brook – having emerged from a culvert to the north-west of the 
proposed site – flows across the pasture land en route to joining the River Mease.  
The Gilwiskaw Brook and the River Mease are both described as "one of the best 
examples of an unspoilt meandering lowland river {1} " and from Packington receives 
protection as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and designated as a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI). 
                                       {1} River Mease SSSI/SAC Restoration Plan, Environment Agency and Natural England, March 2012 

Other than the playing fields, the land is generally in use as grazing pasture. 
 
The view south from the northern boundary of the proposed Green Space is shown 
below: 
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Further photographs of the site are shown in appendix 4. 

  

3b – Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance for example 
because of its historic significance” 

Is there anything of historic significance on the site? 
For example features or events? 

Yes No 

If yes 
please 
explain: 

One of our supporters, an Ashby resident of 60 years, now living at Lower Packington 
Road, writes: 
 
“My wife and I have walked/run over it all those years and can add a little bit of 
history of the “sports” area not too many people will know today.  Ivanhoe FC’s 
ground was part of the Ashby Boys Grammar School’s empire during the middle of the 
1900s.  Cricket, Rugby and Athletics were based there and the pavilion and pitches 
were also used by the Old Ashbeians Rugby Club (in addition to their Prior Park 
Memorial Field).  The School Cross-country course made its way through ‘Laundry 
Farm’ – as it was known then). “ 
 
Whilst known today as Mill Farm, the buildings on the site were previously known as 
Laundry Farm and provided the town with a steam laundry service. 
 

 
Old photograph showing one of the horse-drawn carriages from the Ashby Steam 
Laundry, located at the site now known as Mill Farm 
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Aerial view of the proposed Green Space looking south-east, with Mill Farm in the 
foreground (prior to development as dwellings) and the playing fields in the top-left 
prior to use by Ashby Ivanhoe FC.  The A42 is at the top of the photograph. 
 

  

3c – Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for example 
because of its recreational value (including as a playing field)” 

Recreational value is not just an activity based enjoyment , (e.g. children playing or a sports club) 
but includes peaceful enjoyment of an area (e.g. enjoying the weather in a park setting) 

Does the site have any of the following: 
 

 

Select all that apply 

Formal planting areas 
 

 

Natural and semi natural green space which are infrequently maintained 
 

✓ 

Green space that is regularly maintained, e.g. a kick about area 
 

✓ 

Play area for children and young people 
 

 

Any marked out pitches, whether natural or artificial surfaces  
 

✓ 

Allotments or Community Orchards 
 

 

Cemetery or churchyard or war memorial 
 

 

3d – Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for example 
because of its tranquillity” 

Tranquillity is defined as: the quality or state of being tranquil; calmness; peacefulness; quiet; 
serenity. 

Do you consider the site to be Tranquil?  
 

Yes No 

If yes 
please 

The proposed Green Space provides a juxtaposition of the busy A42 near to the 
south-eastern boundary and the town to the north with the tranquillity of the 
National Forest Way footpath, which runs along the Gilwiskaw Brook and provides 
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explain 
why: 

local people with a sense of connection to the rural area in which Ashby de la Zouch 
sits.  This is evidenced in both the Fringe Assessment and 2014 Inspectors Report (see 
section 3f). 
 

  

3e - Evidence to show that the green area “holds a particular local significance, for example 
because of the richness of its wildlife” 

Do you consider the site to be important due to its richness of wildlife?  
 

Yes No 

Is the site part of a long term study of wildlife by the local community? 
 

Yes No 

If yes 
please 
explain 
why: 
 

The appeal site is rich in wildlife as a result of having extensive hedging which has 
been largely unmanaged by the landowners for over 10 years.  The site presents a 
good opportunity for users of the National Forest footpath to see and hear a wide 
range of native birds, which live, nest and feed on the hedgerows. 
 
Voles are common along the banks of the Gilwiskaw Brook which crosses the site and 
feeds into the River Mease a little further downstream.  It is critical in maintaining the 
diversity identified in the SAC and SSSI. 
 

  

3f – Any other Evidence to show that the green area is “demonstrably special to a local 
community” 

Is there any additional evidence to support the proposed Local Green Space as being 
demonstrably special to the community?  Yes 
e.g. council minutes or letters of support from local community groups, petitions; surveys 
 
 
 
Ashby de la Zouch Fringe Assessment: Appendix 3 and attached document 
2014 Planning Appeal Inspector’s Report: Appeal Ref: APP/G2435/A/14/2217036 - attached 
 
 
 
 
Fringe Assessment 
 
The Local Plan Submission Evidence Documents contains a fringe assessment for Ashby de la 
Zouch (SFA/02) in which this area of land [Urban Fringe 5] is described as:  
 
“characterised by flat land with a gentle fall towards Gilwicksaw (sic) Brook which is a distinctive 
feature of the landscape with mature riparian trees along its course” and the “combination of the 
smaller field pattern and the watercourse provides a strong and consistent wetland valley 
landscape”.  It goes on to state that “the land closest to the settlement” (adjoining Lower 
Packington Road) “is classified as urban fringe although in many places woodland planting reduces 
views of the settlement and helps retain a rural character”. 
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Planning Inquiry 
 
In 2014 a planning inquiry was held for an appeal (Ref: APP/G2435/A/14/2217036) against 
refusal of planning permission for the construction of 70 dwellings in the field at the centre of the 
proposed green space, between Mill Farm and the playing fields.   The appeal was dismissed by 
the inspector.  His full report is attached, but statements in his conclusion are highly relevant to 
this proposal: 
 
“Character and appearance 
  
13.  The appeal site is a field, located on the southern side of Lower Packington Road.  When I 
viewed the site it was being used for grazing sheep.  To the northern side of the road there are 
suburban housing estates, beyond which lies the centre of Ashby de la Zouch.  However, the 
character of the land to the south of the road, including the appeal site, is of countryside.    
 
14.  A sports ground abuts the site to one side, and this has some urban features, including a 
building located next to the appeal site boundary.   However, the site is mainly open and green. To 
the other side of the site, the dwellings at Mill Farm have been created through the conversion of 
farm buildings, and still retain much of their agricultural character.  To the south of the appeal site 
is the very busy A42 trunk road.  The noise from this is a constant presence in the vicinity of the 
appeal site.  Visually, however, the road is barely noticeable from the site.  Overall, while all of 
these features have a bearing on perceptions of the area, they do not fundamentally change its 
countryside character.  Mr Coles, for the appellant, acknowledges that the site is, ‘in open 
countryside and is pleasant in character.  
 
15.  A public footpath runs along the site’s western boundary, allowing views of the site looking 
towards the town.  Yet even from here, the impact of the nearby housing development on the 
other side of the road is limited by the tree belt which screens much of it.  This reinforces the 
impression that the appeal site lies firmly outside the built confines of the town. 
  
16.  Given this setting, the impact of the proposed development on the character and appearance 
of the area would, notwithstanding the substantial proportion of the site that would be devoted to 
green infrastructure, be very marked indeed.  The road and tree belt would prevent a housing 
development in this location from relating visually to the housing to the north, and it would clearly 
be very different to the countryside to the southern side of the road.  Thus, it would not seem to be 
an appropriate or sympathetic expansion of the urban form into the countryside.  Rather, it would 
appear as a self-contained island of housing development within an essentially countryside 
location.  As a result it would be highly incongruous within its setting.  “ 
 
 

Section 4 – Extensive tract of land 
The proposed Local Green Space cannot be an extensive tract of land, the size of the space will be 
considered during the assessment process to ensure that it is local in character 
 
The proposed area of Green Space is slightly larger in area to the Bath Grounds in the centre of 
Ashby de la Zouch and therefore, in our view, meets the test that it is not an “extensive tract of 
land”. 
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                                                DECLARATION 

I understand that my submissions will be made publically available and may be identifiable to my 

name / organisation. I acknowledge that I have read and accept the information and terms specified 

under the Data Protection and Freedom of Information Statement (see below). 

Signed Signature  Date 14 August 2018  ae  

     
 

 
  

DATA PROTECTION AND FREEDOM OF INFORMATION STATEMENT 

The personal information you provide on this form will be processed in accordance with the requirements 

of the Data Protection Act 1998. It will be used only for the preparation of planning policy documents, save 

for requests of such information required by way of enactment. Your name, organisation and 

representations will be made publicly available when displaying and reporting the outcome of this 

consultation stage, and cannot be treated as confidential. Other details, including your home/company 

address and signature, will be treated as confidential. 

You should not include any personal information in your comments that you would not wish to be made 

publicly available. 

Your details will remain on our database and will be used to inform you of future planning policy matters. 

If at any point in time you wish to be removed from the database, or to have your details changed, please 

contact the Planning Policy team on 01530 454 676 or planning.policy@nwleicestershire.gov.uk. 
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Appendix 1 – Proposed site location
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Appendix 2 

The National Forest Way – Stage 4 Ashby de la Zouch to Sence Vally Forest Park 

Step [3] of the walk instructions is where the proposed Green Space is traversed 
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Appendix 3       Ashby de la Zouch Fringe 5 Assessment 
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Appendix 3 – continued 

 

Source:  SFA/02 Ashby Fringe Assessments – see attached documents 
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Appendix 4 – Photographs of proposed Green Space 

 

1. View north towards Lower Packington Road from National Forest Way - Gilwiskaw Brook footbridge 

 

 

2. View south from Lower Packington Road towards Mill Farm and wider Packington Nook site 
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Appendix 5 – Attached Documents 

 

North West Leicestershire Local Plan – Submission Evidence Document 
 
SFA/02 Ashby Fringe Assessments Ashby Fringe 

Assessments.pdf
 

Planning Appeal APP/G2435/A/14/2217036 
 
Inspector’s Report EX14 Appeal 

2217036 Lower Packington Rd Ashby.pdf
 

  

 

 

 


